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February 15, 1991
MONTANA VIES FOR $9.9 MILLION GRANT 
TO RESTRUCTURE MATH EDUCATION
MISSOULA —
Montana is in the running to receive a $9.9 million National Science 
Foundation grant to restructure the mathematics curriculum for grades 9 
through 12, said University of Montana mathematics department Chair Johnny 
Lott, who helped write the grant proposal.
Montana is a top contender for the funding, Lott said, and an NSF 
evaluation team will visit Helena March 4-6 to meet with Gov. Stan 
Stephens, Superintendent of Public Instruction Nancy Keenan, and 
representatives of the Montana University System, the Legislature and 
Montana businesses.
So far, he said, Montana's proposal has fared very well in the NSF 
review process, drawing ratings of "excellent" from seven of nine 
reviewers. The other two reviewers rated the proposal as "very good."
"It looks like what they're going to do is have two or three states be 
model programs for the nation," Lott said, "and we'd be one of them. That 
would be wonderful, absolutely wonderful."
If awarded, the grant would be the cornerstone of an estimated $45 
million, five-year effort to develop and publish curriculum and assessment 
materials and to help school districts incorporate technology into all 
levels of mathematics education, he said. The NSF funds would be 
supplemented by money and services from sources including IBM, Addison- 
Wesley Publishing Co., Texas Instruments, the state, the university system,
more
SIMM.r1 2
local school districts and the Montana Mathematics Coalition.
The proposed project, Challenge 2001: The Systemic Initiative for 
Montana Mathematics (SIMM), is a joint effort by the governor's office, the 
mathematics coalition, the Office of Public Instruction, the university 
system and the Montana Council of Teachers of Mathematics. The grant 
proposal was written by mathematics and computer science specialist Dan 
Dolan of the Office of Public Instruction, Lott, Montana State University 
mathematics Assistant Professor Maurice Burke and Mignon Waterman, board 
chair for Helena School District 1.
The SIMM project would provide tremendous assistance to school 
districts throughout Montana as they design curriculum and assessment 
programs to meet the state's new accreditation standards, Lott said. It 
would also give a boost to mathematics education at UM and MSU, he said, 
noting that both universities would commit faculty members to the project 
full-time, assisted by graduate students. At UM, he said, four to six 
faculty members would be intensively involved in the project.
One of SIMM's major objectives, he said, is to increase the 
participation of women and Native Americans in mathematics and science, 
both as students and as teachers. The project would also help redesign 
teacher-preparation programs, he said.
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